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Armenian Partnership

Navigates Path to Women's

Empowerment

                                     Photo courtesy  of Andy  DeLisle, ASU

Yerevan State University scholars (l-r), Tatevik Sargsyan,

Lilit Shakaryan, Anna Gevorgyan, and Ani Kojoyan, prepare

for their weekly seminar on research and pedagogy as part of

the semester-in-residence program at Arizona State

University.

 

Since 201 2, Arizona State Univ ersity  (ASU) and Yerev an

State Univ ersity  (YSU) hav e been partners in the USAID-

funded and HED-managed Women’s Leadership Program

(WLP). They  are working to dev elop YSU’s capacity  to

deliv er women’s leadership education and enhance the

quality  of information regarding women’s leadership and

gender issues av ailable to students, faculty , and the local

community  in Armenia. 

Although promoting gender equality  and female

empowerment are part of Armenia’s dev elopment goals,
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holding seminars, rev amping curricula, and planning for

a master’s degree program in women’s and gender studies

hav e not been without challenges.  “It’s v ery  important to

realize it is a really  sensitiv e issue in Armenia,” said Victor

Agadjanian, a U.S. co-partnership director and professor at

ASU. “No one is opposed to women’s rights in principle, at

least explicitly .” Howev er, Agadjanian said, “Some people

find that promoting gender equality  is not necessary ,

should not be prioritized, or ev en that it undermines

Armenian families and the traditional roles that women

hold in that society .” 

The partners’ establishment of a Center for Gender and

Leadership Studies (CGLS) in May  201 3  is the cornerstone

of women’s leadership education and outreach at YSU and

prov ides opportunities for indiv iduals in the academic and

non-academic community  to discuss and learn about

gender and women’s leadership.  “The center is the most

important inv estment in the project,” said Agadjanian.

The CGLS conducts seminars and international

conferences and coordinates a professional mentoring

program that links female students and recent graduates

to successful professional women from the community . 

Under the WLP, the CGLS also offers faculty  opportunities

to carry  out applied policy  research through a small grant

program, to conduct v arious outreach activ ities and to

dev elop and teach courses on women’s and gender issues.

Four YSU scholars, Tatev ik Sargsy an, Anna Gev orgy an,

Ani Kojoy an, and Lilit Shakary an, hav e completed a

semester-in-residence program at ASU’s Melikian Center,

which allowed them to return to YSU with upgraded

curricula and modified sy llabi.  “I hav e seen what

democracy  and gender equality  look like and I am excited

to see them in my  country —not only  on the lev el of written

laws, but also on the lev el of unwritten laws during daily

life,” said Gev orgy an, who is pursuing her Ph.D. in

research and created courses on “Women and Islam” and

“Women and Religion” during her semester-in-residence at

ASU. 

Current semester-in-residence scholar Ani Manuky an also

serv es as the outreach coordinator for CGLS. She plans to

dev elop sy llabi on “Women in Transition Periods” and

“Women and Leadership in the West and in Post-Sov iet

Countries.” She is study ing the history  of women’s issues in

the United States and has begun to notice similarities to

today ’s Armenia. “Education is a core thing in [a] woman’s

life which should be fostered activ ely . The establishment of

the YSU['s] CGLS became a turning point in the academic

pr oject  betw een  th e Tu n isia n

In st itu t  Su pér ieu r  des Etu des

Tech n olog iqu es (ISETs) in

Ta ta ou in e a n d Méden in e a n d
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u n em ploy m en t  w a s r epor ted a t
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like Gu er m i.

A s pa r t  of th e pr oject  a ct iv it ies,

Gu er m i n ow  dir ects th e

Su sta in a ble Solu t ion s Cen ter  in

Ta ta ou in e,  on e of tw o in  th e

cou n tr y  esta blish ed u n der  th e

pa r tn er sh ip,  w h ich  is fu n ded by

th e U.S.  Depa r tm en t  of Sta te

th r ou g h  Hig h er  Edu ca t ion  for

Dev elopm en t  (HED).

Both  Gu em r i a n d Sa m i Ch iba n i,

dir ector  of th e cen ter  in

Méden in e,  spen t  n ea r ly  tw o

m on th s th is pa st  su m m er  a t  th e

Un iv er sity  of Color a do Bou lder

r eceiv in g  tr a in in g  on
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[h elps] fin d su sta in a ble

solu t ion s for  loca l in du str y  by

u sin g  r en ew a ble en er g y .”  
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and social life of Armenia.”

 

Agadjanian acknowledges the responsibility  of univ ersities

and centers like CGLS to translate thought and analy tical

skills into beneficial policy  and action for the public. “I

think this ultimately  is what our main emphasis is… to

translate the expertise, the energy , and the skills of

univ ersity  faculty  into real change in Armenian society . I

feel that this is the mandate that we receiv ed from our

sponsors, and I think we need to ultimately  focus on that.”

Learn more about this HED-managed USAID project. 

 

New HED Partnership Builds

on South-South Linkages in

Sub-Saharan Africa
Working in public health leadership across Eastern

Africa requires linkages, commitment, and common goals.

A new partnership between Tulane Univ ersity  in

Louisiana and the One Health for Central and Eastern

Africa based at the Makerere Univ ersity  in Uganda is

expected to flourish thanks to two prev ious HED

partnerships that succeeded in nurturing south-south

collaboration in the area of public health education and

leadership, emergency  response training, disaster relief

management, and zoonotic disease research and education.

This new partnership will promote the “One Health"

principles to address human, animal, and ecosy stem

health, strengthening leadership dev elopment skills,

research, and community  engagement across Central and

Eastern Africa.

A past partnership, the Leadership Initiativ e for Public

Health in East Africa (LIPHEA), brought together sev eral

schools of public health that y ielded an activ e south-south

alliance of sev en schools of public health in six Eastern

African countries: Ethiopia, Democratic Republic of the

Congo, Keny a, Rwanda, Tanzania, and Uganda. This

regional alliance worked to build capacity  at each

institution and dev eloped teaching and training v ia online

and classroom courses.

The other project is the Capacity  Building in Integrated

Management of Trans-boundary  Animal Diseases and

Zoonoses (CIMTRADZ), an Africa-U.S. Higher Education

Initiativ e partnership between North Dakota State
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Meet HED at the AIEA

2014 Annual Conference
HED w ill pr esen t  a  session  a t  th e

A ssocia t ion  of In ter n a t ion a l

Edu ca t ion  A dm in istr a tor s

(A IEA ) 2 01 4  A n n u a l

Con fer en ce in  Wa sh in g ton , DC.

Jea n n e-Ma r ie Du v a l,  HED

depu ty  ex ecu t iv e dir ector ,  a n d

Jessica  Ba g don is,  HED a ssocia te

dir ector  of pr og r a m  qu a lity  a n d

im pa ct ,  w ill discu ss “ Mea su r in g

Con tr ibu t ion s to Globa l

Lea r n in g  a n d Wor kfor ce

Dev elopm en t  Th r ou g h  Hig h er

Edu ca t ion  Pa r tn er sh ips”  on

Feb. 1 8  fr om  1 :3 0 p.m .–

2 :4 5  p.m . 

Lea r n  m or e a bou t  th e

con fer en ce h er e.

 

USAID Funding

Opportunity (Non-HED) 
HED h a s posted a  Requ est  for

A pplica t ion s fr om  th e U.S.

A g en cy  for  In ter n a t ion a l

Dev elopm en t  to its w ebsite.

Plea se cor r espon d dir ect ly  w ith

th e con ta ct  per son  iden tified in

th e a n n ou n cem en t  if y ou  h a v e
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Univ ersity  and Makerere Univ ersity . Addressing shared

dev elopment goals in Keny a, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Rwanda,

and Somalia, the partners sought to reduce the risk of

regional and global disease outbreaks through community

outreach and research. 

The successes of these two HED-managed partnerships are

the now thriv ing One Health in Central and Eastern

Africa and the Health Alliance promoting cross-

collaborations within the region toward problem-solv ing

and capacity  building in addressing human, animal, and

ecosy stem health.

Read the Tulane Univ ersity  and Makerere Univ ersity

partnership profile. 

 

Fact at a Glance
In FY201 3, HED managed 55 activ e partnerships in 41

countries. Take a look at HED’s activ e partnerships by

program area. View our FY201 3 fact sheet to learn more

about HED’s worldwide capacity -building activ ities. 

HED Active Partnerships by Program Area, FY2013

 

Stay Connected to HED
Stay  up to date with the latest HED

communications. Follow us on Twitter, Like us on Facebook

and Connect with us on LinkedIn. 

a n y  qu est ion s.

 

To lea r n  m or e a bou t

th e fu n din g  oppor tu n ity ,  click

h er e.

 

Share Your News
If you have a partnership update

or an upcoming event that you

w ould like to see highlighted in

the next HED New sletter,  please

send an email to Lynn

Simmonds  at

ls immonds@hedprogram.org. 

Feedback and suggestions  for

improving the HED New sletter

are also w elcome. We look

forw ard to hearing from you!

Contributors:

Marilyn Crane, HED Senior

Program Specialis t for

the Broader Middle East and

North Africa

T eshome A lemneh,  HED

Program Officer for Africa
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